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OUR FRONT COVER - Our lead article by Consulting Editor James Bruns
describes the part that post office architecture has played in U.S.
history and the political prominence that an imposing post office
structure has performed to display the Federal presence in many cities
around the nation. Modern day post office structures tend to be merely
rectangular boxes with a striking similarity in internal and external
appearance. This was not true in the past, when political participa-
tion demonstrated its effectiveness by strong competition in appear-
ance. As an example our front cover displays a photograph of a most
unusual structure complete with balcony, arched doorway and windows
and even a fancy iron rail fence in front - the broad-stepped
unique building that was the U.S. Post Office in the small city of
Waldoboro, Maine. We thank Mr. Bruns for his interesting contribution

and use of the photographs from the National Philatelic Collection.
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PROMINENCE ON THE CITYSCAPE
..post office architecture.

by James H. Bruns,

Curator
U.S. Postal History and
Philately ---- National

Philatelic Collection

Article 1 of the Constitution
vested the Federal Government
with the power "... to establish
post offices ." This was an
essential mandate, for as George
Washington predicted, the postal
service would become the
principal means by which the
people of the United States
would be bound together in loy-
alty to the Federal Government.
Bt to make that dream a
reality, the government had to
create post offices.

With the exception of perhaps
local places of worship and
schools, the local post office -
- whether large or small -- has
frequently been the largest
building and generally the most
important cultural element in a
town. This generalization takes
into account the size of each
village,: - town and city in the
country.

At the turn of the century, post
offices were divided into four
groups: First Class, which were
the largest; Second Class; Third
Class; and Fourth Class.
These classes were determined
basically by the receipts of the
office and mail wvolume, with
postmasters in certain classes
keeping a portion of the
proceeds in lieu of a salary.
Many of these small town post
offices were located in general
mercantile or hardware stores
..and many still are. (Figure 1)
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If general mercantiles were a
common match for post offices a
century ago, since the early
1900's gasoline stations seem to
have become the more common
pairing. (Figure 2)

Eirst Class: offices are - the
largest offices and the
buildings reflect their im-
portance. Architecturally, they
are far more pretentious and
unlike Fourth Class offices,
which largely were located in
private property, First Class
offices have traditionally been
government-owned. First Class
offices truly symbolize the
prominence of the federal gov-
ernment on the local level. This
was true whether or not the post
office was by itself, or

shared space with the -court
house or custom house. (Figure
3)

As a representative of the
Federal Government, the post
office building had to be

impressive, yet in keeping with
the style of the times...and
they usually were.

During the 1880's and 1890's,
for example, one trend was for
post offices to resemble opulent
town houses. (Figure 4) These
structures would not be too out
of place along any grand
boulevard, except perhaps for
the telltale loading dock, which
frequently was tastefully con-
cealed.

At that time responsibility for
designing the nation's important
postal facilities rested with
the head of the O0Office of the
Supervising Architect.
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Figure 1 -~ Post Office in a general store,
Eastford, Connecticut

In other cases post office
buildings were nothing less than
glorified "federal cathedrals."
In at least one case, however,
it might be more appropriate to

~Nith sliding iron shutters which

included-= built-ine gun: - ports.
(Figure 5) A moat, said to be 30
feet deep, was intended to

surround the building. And, in

use the word "fortress," rather the highly unlikely event of a
than "cathedral." Because of the siege, the building had large
amount of money annually ice boxes for provisions and its
collected on traffic along the own well. The building cost $6
Mississippi River -- averaging million.

$2 million -- and in an attempt

to protect gold deposits, the New York City's post office,
St.Louis post office and custom also a Second Empire style
house in use from 1873 to 1884 structure, was no less a grand
was said to have been initially edifice. (Figure 6) Used between
designed like a fort. All of the 1869 and 1875, the building cost
doors and windows of the massive $9 million. It was so well
"Second Empire" style structure constructed that during its
reportedly were to be equipped demolition in- 1939, several
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Figure 2 - post Office in a gasoline station
and general store - Santa Claus, Indiana

wrecking balls shattered against
its facade.

Beside their sheer size, many
post office buildings were grand

sights. Tall towers were dquite
the fashion. (Figure )
Obviously the towers and
embellishments served little

functional purpose. They didn't
move the mail any faster or
farther, but they did make the
building stand out.

cases the city post office was
the only structure in town --
except perhaps for the local
train depot, which tended to be
nearby — that featured a
clocktower. Many of these towers
went a bit overboard. They were

massive things, frequently
overpowering the rest of the
building. However, such large

buildings in small cities were a
tangible symbol of the Federal
Government's presence.

Clocktowers were another The appearance of the American
hallmark of the federal Flag was another telltale sign
presence. (Figure 8) In many of the Federal presence. This
Cont. Page 5
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Figure 3 - U.S. Court House, Custom House and
Post Office - Tampa, Florida

Custom House and Post Office with
ol Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Monument
[ in the foreground, Key West, Fla,

Figure 4 - Custom House and Post Office,
Key West, Florida
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U.S. Custom House and Post Office

Saint Louiss; Missouri

was -- and 1is -—-
urban offices,
in tiny hamlets.

true of both
as well as those

There was a cost for all this.

The ‘post office = at: Windsor,
Vermont, for example, in use
from 1857 to 18587 cost-g71=-347
That was a high price tag for a

town with a population of only
about*2 ,000.

Instead of producing suitable
structures, the nation was
building extravagant edifices. A

for $60,000, when a $5,000
structure would have beern
entirely adequate.

Indeed, according to Treasury
Secretary William McAdoo,
between 1900 and 1916 the

nation spent roughly $180 mil-
tiont= Fer pubitic - buildings. In
his 1916 _ANNUAL REPORT McAdoo
stateds o= the major part of
this great sum has been expended
on costly structures in small
localities where neither the
Government business nor the con-

report published in a popular venience of the people justified

magazine shortly before World their construction.. . "

War I took exception to such

expenditures. It highlighted the But, despite the costs, such

example of a post office buildings did add much to the

building that was constructed local pride of the community.
Cont. Page 7

1989 SUMMER ISSUE PAGE 5 THE HELIOGRAPH



1838J15 U0} |nN4 pPUR ApmpeEOJg IR b Lt 1 ¢ a9 1s0 gt
BUIP|ING 831440 3S0d K310 YY0OA may AT L R L T 1410 o

L 84nbB | 4

-~ 9 8aJ4nbl 4

C ing¥

N

|

(ujenamens]
HU P il
apamaBan:
NPT T
JiBanen
HnduEgT

- -
L3
- -
- .
-
L)
i d
s =
=m
e

1989 SUMMER ISSUE

PAGE 6

THE HELIOGRAPH



Ll i
Montgomery s

Figure 8 -~

There is another important thing
to keep in mind when considering
*he architectural history of
post office buildings, and that
is that they symbolize the role
of politics at the federal
level. Each presidential ad-
ministration would not hesitate
to attempt to outshine the ple—
vious one if given the chance.
Republicans and Democrats were
quick to point with pride to the
dedication of new post office
buildings. These were accom-
plishments of their era in the
White House. This led to
contests to see which party
could outshine the other.

Building starts often tended to
coincide with economic circum-
stances or nationalistic trends.
The rise of Americanism about
the turn of the century resulted
in a frenzy of construction.
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(with clock tower)
Alabama
Many of these pre-—1900" post
offices looked alike. Indeed, orn
many, if vyou peeled away the

outer facade and compared many
of the interiors you would find
that the floor plans were often
very much the same.

The Great Depression represented
a significant era of building
utilizing a national work relief
program. During the Depression,
1,300 new federal buildings were
constructed in an effort to get
the country working again. Only
now are many of these Depression
era post offices beginning to
show their age.

Today, large urban post office
buildings tend to be little more
than mail processing factories.
(Figure 9). Architecturally,
they have little appeal. Instead

THE HELIOGRAPH



Fiqure 9 - Modern Postal Service Facility
Detroit; Michigan
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they are practical buildings of
glass, concrete and steel.

But the nation has changed: It
had grown up, and in so doing
many of its little post offices
have been abandoned. Despite
this, what Andrew Jackson ob-
served in 1829 remains true
today: [The Postal Service] is
to. the  body  politic =whakt =Sthe
veins and arteries are to the
nalion = —— — carrying; conveying
rapidly and regularly to the
remotest part of the system
correct information of the
operations of the government,
and bringing back:-"to: it: the
wishes and the feelings of the
people."
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ARIZONA STATEHOOD POST OFFICES
FOR WHICH POSTMARKS HAVE NOT
BEEN RECORDED, 1912 -- 1982

by Robert B. Bechtel

The challenge of collecting is
to pursue the more difficult
items that take time, research,
ingenuity and, often, just plain
good luck. In the collecting of
Arizona statehood postmarks the
real challenge is to find post-
marks from towns that for some
reason have never appeared in
any collections checked.

Of the more than five hundred
statehood towns with post of-
fices in Anrizona,; - only: fopty
eight do not have Lknown post-
marks. Of these (See Table 1),
it would seem reasonable to ex-
pect that a.:post office..like
Double Circle, which lasted less
than a month, or offices like
the Bisbee Military Branch (3

/2 months) , Hillcamp (5]
months), Hoover and Esthwaite (6
months), or Crater (7 months)

will not 1likely have any post-
marks turn up since none have
been discovered in the time
since their closing.

Double Circle was a ranch house
from the ranch of the same name
and likely produced little mail,
but the Bisbee Military Branch
located at Corta near Bisbee had
hundreds of troops stationed
there during the Mexican revolu-
tionary period and is 1likely to
have produced a fair amount of
soldier mail.

More likely to be discovered are
cancels from the post offices
that had a relatively long life.
Bryce lasted fifteen years,
Haynes twelve vyears, York nine
years and Hubbard and Stark
eight years. The remains of some
of these towns are still to be
seen in some remote and not-so-
remote areas. Figure 1 shows the
foundations of the store and
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post office at Stark, near Here-
ford, and Figure 2 shows the
foundations of the Forrest ranch
house near Bisbee.

Some of the towns actually had
other names for which they are
better known, or had their names
changed to more familiar places.
Crater was Meteor, which is 1lo-
cated at the rim of the Meteor
Crater. Postvale became Marana.
Joppa became Aripine in 1922.
Vah Ki always was at the loca-
tion of Casa Blanca on the Pima
Reservation. Lincolnia was the
town of Cottonia. And, Jones
Branch was really just the Mili-
tary Branch of Douglas for which
many postmarks are known.

The most chameleon-like of all
the towns was Stoval. It began
as Chrystoval, then became Sto-
val and then Texas Hill, while
local inhabitants had several
other names for it. Fortunately,
none of the other names made it
onto the post office rolls.

Chilito 1is the only known post
office to have received a name
which described in Spanish the
temper of the postmaster.

Cochise county (See map) is the
county with most of the towns
without known postmarks and
these are crowded into the
Southeast corner of the state.
Of these, Vanar, Moore's Spur,
Manzora, Miramonte and Stark
were railroad stops; Bisbee and
Jones Military Branch were asso-
ciated with the border problems
around World War I; Mascot and
Sembrich were mining towns and
Overton was probably a failed
agricultural community. Mascot
was notorious for being a town
that 1lived on a succession of
swindles and survives surpris-
ingly intact near the almost de-
serted town of Dos Cabezas.
Mascot was so prominent that it
even had a railroad named after

it - the Mascot & Western.
Cont. Page 12
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ARIZONA STATEHOOD POST OFFICES
FOR WHICH POSTMARKS HAVE NOT BEEN REPORTED
1912 - 1982

TABLE I

Town Dates of Operation County
Allah Nav. 16, 1917 "=~ Jan. 23, 1999 Maricopa
Belgravia Apr. 15, 1918 - Apr. 30, 1919 Pinal
Black Range Apr. 2050 19057 —@ct. 15 197 Mohave
Bryce Jan. 30, 1907 - Feb. 28, 1922 Graham
Carriso Sep. 19 10984 "=jan. 31, 1920 Apache
Childs SEp. B3 gi - Bpr. 15, 71915 Yavapai
Chilite Apr.s 118519138 —=inl - 15 451 g8 Gila
Cochran Apr. 27, 1909 —=jan. 15, 1915 Pinal
Cork News 225 1996 — Nov. 30, 1918 Grahanm
Corwin Sep. 167 1917 —SFeb, 1571975 Pima
Craig Jan. 24, 1911 - Sep. 30, 1912 Apache
Crater Jant. ~ 1, Srg2e sl 16 <199 Coconino
Doak Feb. 19, 1919 - Mar. 15, 1921 Gila
Double Circle Jant 57" 199HE - TRebh - 2 - =192 Greenlee
Easter Jun= g, FORE S — T ANG. 1.3, 010917 Maricopa
El Capitan Dec. 15, 1919 - Sep. 15, 1924 Gila
Esthwaite Juans “285F A1 g9 Shee . - 115 1919 Pinal
Forrest Fepb 11914 —==Nov. 1571917 Cochise
Frisco Feb. 28, 1943 = Apr. 1551915 Mohave
Fritsche Qe “265, 1919 ==inyrs 155 :1918 Yavapai
Golden Palisades Apr. 7, 1915 - Feb. 28, 1918 Pinal
Gordon Jul. 21, 1913 —=Nov. 15581015 Gila
Haynes Juns 6y, 190l = ey, T, 1920 Yavapai
Hillcamp May: 95 1927 =+@Qct. 15, 1927 Gila
Hoover Feh, 1, 1915 = Jul. 31, 1915 Maricopa
Hubbard Ot 226, 1904 =Mar., 31, 1912 Graham
Iron King Reb.o 2%, 1909 — Juil. 15, 1912 Yavapai
Jones Branch Jun.c =T 1TQ2%—=un., 30,1923 Cochise
Joppa Feb. 24, 1912 - May 15, 1913 Navaho
Lincolnia ApE. Sl 19T i@t 31 £1942 Mohave
Lopeant ApE. 23 =4921 —"Jun. 30,1922 Mohave
Manzora Dec:. 23, 1916 —=Mar. 30, 1918 Cochise
Mascot Decaadi] » 19068 Oct .- 155771918 Cochise
Midmont Jans 7, 19139 —"May 15,-1920 Maricopa
Military Branch Aug. 31, 1916 - Dec. 15, 1916 Cochise
(Bisbee)

Miramonte Sep. 155 19180 —Jna., 21, 1919 Cochise
Monte Christo Aug. 14, 1922 - Oct. 15, 1923 Pima
Moore's Spur Aug. 27, 1913 - Feb. 28, 1914 Cochise
Overton Nov. 26, 1917 - May 31, 1918 Cochise
Postvale May 30, 1920 - Feb. 1 , 1925 Pima
Quayle e, 95 siGHME - Sect . 315 =196 Coconino
Secret Pass et 20,799496 — May 15 7 1917 Mohave
Sembrich pect 315 19165=—_sNov, 155 1916 Cochise
Stark Sep. 24, 1913 - Feb. 15, 1921 Cochise
Stoval Mar. 11, 1914 - Mar. 31, 1916 Yuma
Vanar Apre. 3" , #1915 —gct. 14,1916 Cochise
Vah Ki Jun s S e3es 11916 —=Shec. 317 1926 Pinal
York May 9 , 1911 - Feb. 28, 1920 Greenlee
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ARIZONA STATEHOOD POST OFFICES WITHOUT KNOWN POSTMARKS 1912 - 1982
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ARIZONA

STATEHOOD POST OFFICES WITHOUT KNOWN POSTMARKS 1912 - 1982

® Frisco
®Secret Pass

\ ®Black Range
® incolnia

e

®Stoval
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Forrest was a watering stop on
the way from Douglas and Sulphur
Springs Valley into Bisbee.
There is a local bar presently
located almost directly over it,
so it remains a watering hole of
sorts.

Sembrich can still be found with
almost all of its buildings in
place by going up Ramsey Canyon
in the Huachucas to where the
Humming Bird station now exists,
and exploring north of there
where a number of houses still
cling to the sides of the canyon
over the creek. This was the
location of Sembrich and its
reason for existence was the
mines located even farther north
in the Huachucas. This district

Figure 1 - Foundation remains
of store and post office at
STARK.

THE HELIOGRAPH
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also contained the post office
of Hamburg for which postmarks
are known.

The State of Arizona, 1like many
Western states, has a number of
these o0ld towns which had a
brief moment in history. While
their demise was regretted by
few, they are now recognized as
a recreational and tourist re-
source as well as a real chal-
lenge to collectors. The Western
Postal History Museum has a file
on most of these towns and has
located them on its field trips.
Those wanting to do research are
invited to use our archives or
to consult with any of the re-
searchers on our staff. Good
Hunting!

Figure 2 - Foundation of the
FORREST ranch house near
BISBEE

MASCOT & WESTERN RAILROAD.
Lon HALEY, Superintendent, Dos Cabezas, Ariz. s
i Mascot, Ariz. (Dos Cabezas), {10 30 a.m., arrives -
eoTxn‘Anri‘:.‘('l?miles), 1 45 a.n(x. Returnin; ,, leaves Willcox {2 30 p.m.,
arrives Mascot 3 46 p.m. 1 Daily, except Sunday. Nov. 16, 1915,
Connection.—At Willcox—With Southern Pacific Co,
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PRESCOTT, ARIZONA'S FANCY
REGISTRY CANCELLATIONS - 1928

by A.W.Bork

In June of 1928, George Krauss, a
clerk on the registry window at
the post office in... Prescott,
Arizona, read a news item in the
WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP, tell-
ing of a fancy canceller, an "ear
of= scarn'., being wused by the
postmaster in Fairfield, Iowa.
George and I were both quite en-
thusiastic stamp collectors. He
had a good deal of seniority in
the work force and hence worked

days. I was the youngest clerk,
and worked late afternoon and
evenang shaftt,. . from. 4 P.M. __to
midnight.

When I came to work one after-
noon, George needed help in the
registry section, so as to get
the mail out for the afternoon

train to Phoenix (Ashfork &
Phoenix R.P.0O. -South,Tr-43) ., -so. T
joined him in -—the - Ycagell, —to
write up the "registers." He

proudly showed me the results of
his improvisation of a new can-
celler for. ..use  on. Prescottl's
registered mail. It was a large
bronco rider. It was used to
cancel the stamp on perhaps ten
pieces of bank mail going out
that day, July 1. (Figure 1)

Fig. 1 - The large Bronco
Prescott was on the verge of the
annual celebration of its rodeo,
first held July 4, 1888, the
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oldest continuous rodeo in the
U.S. There was much advertising
matter showing a cowboy waving
his hat in one hand as he held
the reins with the other, and the
horse leaping and arching his
back doing his best to throw the
rider. By pasting a heavy
cardboard cutout of the figure on
a small block of wood, George had

made himself the canceller.
Warren F. Day, the postmaster,
had authorized its use. After it
had been applied to that day's

mail, Day looked at it, and de-
cided that it was really too big
and said it should not be used
again.

Krauss, however, did not give up
easily. He Jlooked about for an
acceptable substitute. At the
time, the Chamber of Commerce had
prepared some attractive metal
foil seals with a much smaller
bronc buster as the central de-
sign. Having affixed a seal to a
heavy piece of 1linoleum, George
cut around the horse and rider.
Voila! He had a perfectly ac-—-
ceptable silhouette to be used as

a "killer" for the registered
mail stamps. It was used from
then onward. (Figure 2)

Figure 2 - The small Bronco

Sometime within the next month or
so, we were talking about the
possibility of advertising
Prescott's other summer event,
the Smoki Ceremonials and Snake
Dance, at that time presented the
first or second Saturday in June,
nowadays on a like date in
August. I had been initiated by
the Smoki People in 1927, and had
danced as a snake priest in June.
After the dance I posed
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for a snapshot, carrying two
snakes and in dance posture. My
sister, Catherine ("Kay"), made
a pen and ink drawing based on
the photo. We sent it to Phoenix
where a copper electrotype in
just the right size for a second
canceller was made. From then on
the Smoki Snake Dancer was used
interchangably on registered
mail with the bronco. I do not
remember covers being prepared
with a combination of the two,
although it 1is possible, even
probable. (Figure 3)

Fig. 3 - Smoki Snake Dancer
As soon as word got out through
the columns of the WEEKLY PHILA-
TELIC GOSSIP, and other publi-
cations, or through the network
of collectors who were by then
promoting other "fancy" cancel-
lers at other post offices,
mostly fourth class, unlike
Prescott, which was first class,
we began to receive requests for
the bronco and the snake dancer
on registered covers. I was as-
signed to prepare the covers,
apply the cancellations and do
the paper work on my own time
for their dispatch. Interested
collectors sent only the stamps
for the 15 cent registry fee and
postage. In all, several hundred
covers with each of the can-
cellers were sent. About a dozen
additional covers were prepared
with the 1large bronco. Daily
registered mail from banks and
stock brokers, plus a few let-
ters from individual mailers
constituted the regular regis-
tered mailings during the period
of three and a half months use.
Most of these would have been on
"long" (No.10) envelopes and
probably few were ever saved. On
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November 17, 1928 the POSTAL
BULLETIN brought the order which
forbade further use of "fancy"
cancellations. No more were pre-
pared and dispatched from
Prescott once those on hand had
been taken care of, Prescott's
population at the time was
around five thousand.

Why had these fancy cancellers
come into use exclusively on
registered mail in the 1920's?
In 1922 the Post Office Depart-
ment ordered all postmasters to
stop the use of any kind of can-
celling device which would show
the name of the mailing office
on the face of a registered let-
ter (or other article). It was
felt that greater security would
be provided if all mail handlers
were forced to check the number
on the face of the letter and
the mailing office's backstamp
on the back flaps sealing it.
Seemingly there had been much
tampering with such mail en
route.

There was also a rather strict
regulation that all cancelling
devices must be provided by the
P.0.D. But at the time, the De-
partment did not really provide
a proper device for cancelling
registered mail without showing
the name of the mailing office.
Black printer's ink as used on
the pads provided for the metal
circular date stamps (post-
marking and canceller combined)
was also to be used. There was
only one other handstamp usable
with the printers ink. It was
the double oval with the name of
the mailing office designed for
use on parcel post and made of a
durable, oil-resistant substance
of animal origin. When the 1922
order was issued some post-
masters or administrators merely
took a sharp blade and removed
the entire surface of the
canceller and then re-cut it to
make some kind of a pattern
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similar to the classic corks.

The postmaster at Fairfield,
Iowa, and others, went one step
further and created another de-
sign of their own. Apparently the
largest office in the country at
the time, New York, N.Y., bought
its own device, an oval grill. I
have seen two types at least, a
rather fine line as on a cover
sent to me by the Scott Stamp &
Coin Company. (Figure 4)

=

Fig. 4 - New York fine iine oval

or the heavy 1line from a cover
sent abroad. Phoenix, Tucson, and
Los Angeles, to mention three of
which I have examples , used the
re-cut oval handstamp which was
compatible with the printers ink.

At Prescott, we went the step
further, as already described. In
addition, after the prohibition
of the use of the bronco and the
Smoki dancer, we resorted to the
expedient of converting one end
of the closure device from a
second class or parcel post sack
to cancel the stamps on
registered mail: the so-called
Izzy's Derby. (Figure 5)

t‘-—

Fig. § !'"Ezzy's Derby"
George Krauss —called A5E that
because Al Smith's brown derby
was so prominent in the political
campaign at the time. As he
sorted parcel post, second and
third class mail at one of the
racks, he came upon un-
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cancelled stamps. He reached for
an absent handstamp. Instead he
picked up the closure device from
the worn out cord on one of the
mail sacks, inked one end on the
felt pad and applied it to the
stamps. (Many times when sorting
mail one would come across uncan-
celled postage. The ever-elusive
handstamp couldn't be found,
hence the use of an indelible
pencil, a smudge of black ink, or
whatever was at hand. Nowadays
the custom continues, but there
are ball-point pens ever at the
ready!)

In 1952 Foster W. Loso and
Heyliger de Windt published their
study, 20th Century United States
Fancy Cancellations, exhaustively
listing every type of unusual
postmarking device, especially
those for registered mail in the
1920's. They included for
Prescott, a ‘'roller" canceller.
This was a rubber roller for use
on the gray-black stamp pads of
the kind supplied to third and
fourth class offices. The
peculiarity of the roller in this
case was that of five or six
"Prescott, Ariz.'s"

on the strip, one was misspelled

"PHESCOTT", which they did not
note. (Figure 6)
PRESCOTT | PHESCOTT | PRESCOTT
ARIZ. ARIZ. ARIZ.
Fig. 6 - PHESCOTT error roller
For regular use on registered
mail at Prescott we also cut a

kind of "rosette". This contin-

ued in use until the double oval
handstamps were provided by the
(Figure 17)

-,
Ky

P SO EE

Fig. 7 ~-Prescott "rosette"
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One other fancy Arizona can-
celler was the Clarkdale
copper smelter, cut by Charles W.
Fairfield a stamp collector em-
ployed at the plant. He per-
suaded Catherine Harding,post-
master at Clarkdale to approve
its use. His first design 1looked

too much 1like a steamboat, some
said, so he cut another, which
was better 1liked. Neither was

used for long. See illustrations.
(Figures 8 and 9)

Figs.8 and 9-The Clarkdale
smelters

#l and the Pussy-Catl
fhE oW 3 - 5o Fe e oy L E
2ent Lo sea n a beautiful

Third and fourth class post of-
fices were never provided with
the double oval town and state
handstamps for use on the print-
ers ink felt pads. They only had
the gray ink pads used with the

rubber postmarking devices, not
0il resistant. When forbidden the
use of their postmarking hand-

stamps on registered mail, they
frequently used one end of the
four-lined (barred) part of their
handstamp or a cut cork. But a
good many, prompted or unprompted
by friendly stamp collectors used
some sort of "fancy" device, of-
ten from a child's printing set,
available at any country general

store where toys o school
supplies were sold. Ed and
Elkton, Kentucky are good
examples. See illustration of the

"owl and pussy cat."

Fig.10 - The Owl & Pussy
Cat Killer of Elkton, Ky.

/50
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Fig. 11 - Interior of the
Registered Mail and Money
Order - Prescott, Az.
Post Office , Circa 1930

Fig. 12 - The Writer in 1929 Wearing Fig.13 - The Writer As.S?okl
Navajo-Type Red And Gold Stetson Hat Dancer In 1928 Ceremonials,
Made For The Smoki People. Prescott
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U.S.POST OFFICE "TRANSIT" POSTMARKS (Continued from Vol.III, No.2)

CHT1
FRD1
LAK1
MAN3
MYS1
NIA1l

NRK1
NHT?2
NHT3
ONE4
ORA2
ORA3

PHI20

PHI21
PH 22
PHI23

PHI24

RIC2
RIC3
STL4
SHK1
SYR4
TAC2
TRO6
WIS1

by Charles F. Nettleship Jr. and Charles L. Towle
Continuation of Addenda No. 1

Chattanooga,TENN., 26.5, 4 P.M., 1896, partial
Frederick, MD., 28.5, 9 A.M., 1899
Lakewood, N.J., 26.5, No time, 1886
Manila, P.I., 29.5, 12 noon, 1907
Maysville, KY., 29, 12 noon, 1904
Niagara Falls,(N.Y.), 20.5, 8 A.M., 1911, International

Postal Machine No. 1 Notes
Norfelk, VA., 27.5, no time, 1881 All postmarks in
Northampton, MASS., 27.5, 7 .30- A .M, , 1902 black unless
Northampton, MASS., 27, 10.30 A.M., 1906 otherwise noted.
Oneida,N.Y., 32.5-28.5 D.Circle, no time, 1881 All diameters
Orange;, N.J., 29.5, 1.30"P-M_, 1892 are shown in
Orancge, N = 29 8 A M., 1911 millimeters.

Philadelphia, PA.
Philadelphia, PA.
Philadelphia,PA.

5295 - 160 . 30 A M. 1904

3k 10.30-P-M.- 1921 - (Sub=station By

, 30, 3 P.M., 1900, (Sub-station C)
Philadelphia,PA., 29.5, 10 A.M., 1908, (Sub-station E)
Philadelphia,PA., 29, 10.30 A.M., 1904, (Sub-station J)
Richmond VA . 27.5, 9 - A-M., 1896
Richmond, VA ., =30.5, 1 -P=M;, 1905
Saint Louis,MO., 27.5, 7 A.M., 1890 (Sub-station C)
Schickshinny,PA., 272.5; 10 A.M., 1899
Syracuse,N.Y., 20.5, 11.30 P.M.,1908,International Machine No.1
Tacoma  WASH, ,- 305, 1 P .M., 1905
Troy,N.Y., 20.5, 9 P.M., 1909, International Machine No. 1
Windser; VT .27 .5 1-P M., 1898
Windser, VT., 29, 1 P.M.,-1910
Winsted, CONN., 26.5, 10 A.M., (No year date), 1890's

Mayaguez,P.R.
transit marking
used as origin-
ating postmark.
1911 to Marl-
boro, Mass.

- POST CARD

Tarjeta Postal

j’%xm .
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PLATE XIV
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BOOK REVIEW AND A CALL FOR
AERO POSTAL HISTORY

INTERNATIONAL AIR MAILS (as
reflected in the US Postal Guides
and supplements, 1921-1946).
Compiled by Robert Dalton Harris.
Volume 1, Postilion Series of

Primary Souces, 1989. Published
by The Printer's Stone, Ltd., Box
30, Fishkill, N.Y¥Y. 12524. 260

pp., plastic spiral binding,
stiff paper cover. $48.50 plus $3
shipping.

It's about time! Without a doubt,
this compilation is an essential
element in the study of air mail
posktal *histery. ,This - is hot. a
book=for or abeut first tlight,
souvenir, event, philatelic, con-
trived, cacheted, mock or pseudo-
air mail covers. This book is
about honest-to-goodness, real
aero POSTAL HISTORY -- a subject
whose "time has come."

INTERNATIONAL AIR MAILS is a re-
production from the US_ 0Official
Postal Guides Monthly Supplements
of all pages pertaining to US-In-
ternational air mails. Why hasn't
this been done before? Because
complete runs of these Guides and
Supplements are very scarce. This
production illustrates this de-
gree of difficulty by 1listing
gaps which are missing in the
compilation. Make no mistake,
however, this 260 page book is a
terrific resource of air mail
postal history information. Those
missing supplements, when found,
will be published as an addenda,
and as a bonus, will be sent free
to the purchasers of this book.

Here is what you get for vyour
money: The history of us-
International air mail from 1921-
1946 is chronicled in these
pages. Month by month, for 25
years this book details the
changes, additions, rates,
schedules, rules and the regula-
tions that trace the development
of air mail service.

THE HELIOGRAPH
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Not just US air mail, either!
Foreign air mail service was be-
gun as early as the 1921 Kongo
River flights and the Cairo to

Baghdad service in 1922. This
growing, important network of
foreign air mail service which

eventually tied into our US ser-
vice, beginning in 1928, is also
reported in these monthly Supple-
_____ until 1936. Figure 2
(Pg.22) is an example from the
September 1930 monthly Supplement
of the air mail service from the
Netherlands to Dutch East Indies.
These tables and instructions are
important to aero postal histo-
rians to determine how a letter
sent via air mail from the US to
a foreign country can get there,
the route it takes, and an expla-
nation of the rates of postage.

In the 19th century, pre-UPU let-
ters were sent overseas by ship
with the postage rate determined
by a treaty agreement -- differ-
ent countries, different rates.

In the 20th century, air mail
service was in nearly the same
situation --different countries,

different rates. Finally a book
was written in 1982 by Charles

Starnes (UNITED STATES LETTER
RATES TO FOREIGN DESTINATIONS,
1847-UPU), which made the study
and collecting of US-Inter-

national letter rates understand-
able. Now, finally, author Harris
and The Printer's Stone have
brought out a book to make the
collecting and study of Us-~

International air mail rates
simple and understandable. How-
ever, my only criticism is that

this book lacks an index, but it
is still easy to use once the
format becomes recognizable. An
index of the magnitude required
for this volume would be a
difficult task probably making
the effort cost-prohibitive.

Figure 1 is an Atlanta, Georgia
to Buenos Aires, Argentina air
mail cover cancelled Sept. 26,
1937, franked with $1.10 postage.
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From the INTERNATIONAL AIR MAILS
information on Page 46, the
October, 1929 Supplement, we
learn that air mail service was
extended from Santiago, Chile to
Buenos Aires effective Oct. 14,
1929. The rate of postage for an
air mail letter from the US was
50 cents if dispatched by sea to
Cristobal, Canal Zone thence by
air, or 75 cents if by air from
Miami on F.A.M. 9.

But this rate structure doesn't
explain the rates on our subject
cover until we find on page 53,

the December 1929 Supplement, an
announcement of a reduction in
air mail rates on articles to
South and Central America, with a
comprehensive rate table, effec-

tive Jan. 1, 1930. The new rate
to Argentina is 55 cents per half
ounce. It would appear that the
illustrated cover was a double
weight, one ounce letter, requir-
ing $1.10 postage-- a rate period
which lasted until Nov. 30, 1937.

Incidentally, the early 50/175
rate period is very elusive and a

DbNKLER H OTELS

| i VIA AIR MAJ

@FANSLEYHOTELIﬁ

ATLANTA GA.

g Hpie

Figure 1

Argentina,
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rare cover to acquire since it
was in effect only about 10
weeks. This is the fun of rate
collecting--discovering short-
lived and interesting rates.
Also, this is a collectible area
that can be pursued on a modest
budget. Just remember that knowl-
edge is the most important ele-
ment in forming a rate collec-
tion.

I recommend this book for the
aero postal historian, rate col-
lectors, airline enthusiast, and
all those interested in modern
postal history of an era that of-
fered considerable romance in its
development. Don't let the price
scare vyou. The information vyou
are buying is very valuable
original source material which
would cost several hundreds of
dollars more if vyou were to
accumulate this information from
the Archives on your own--—
assuming you could find it. This

book stands out for its wvalue to

a highly collectible and modestly

expensive postal history pursuit.
DAK

- ,{, 2t

’}aU p7 /

% | f
JM
", %7 .

Tofouch Hr, g
A

Georgia to Buenos Aires,
1937,

o
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Figure 2 -Sample monthly supplementary rate page,US Postal Guide
AIR MAIL SERVICE—THE NETHERLANDS TO DUTCH EAST INDIES

The air-mail service between the Netherlands and the Dutch East Indies
which was in operation last year will be resumed with flight from Amsterdamn
Sept. 25. The next flights will leave Oct. 2 and 16, and after that every 15 days.

he service will be carried on, as far as possible, in accordance with the schedule
shown below, and can be used for the transportation of articles in the regular
mails, ordinary and registered, for Syria, Iraq, Persia, British India, Siam, the
Straits Settlements, and the Dutch East Indies. The dispatches for British
India (including Burma) will be unloaded at Karachi. Articles for delivery in the
Dutch East Indies will be carried by the Batavia-Semarang-Soerabaja domestic
air service of Juva in cases where, by the air conveyance, a quicker arrival at

places beyond Batavia can be obtained: Schedule
Amsterdam Schiphol _____ Lv._.| Sept. 25 | Oct. 2| Oct. 16| Oct. 30 | Then every other Thursduy.
Stamboul, Turkey....._._. Ar..| Sept. 26 | Oct. 3] Oct. 17| Oct. 31| Then ever;; other Fridns ."
; Lv._| Sept. 27 | Oct. 4| Qct. 18 | Nov. 1| Then every other Satur ay.
Aleppo, Syria_____________ IAL. .é.m:..i_ .b.do ..... .b.do ..... .i\.do ..... ; 0.
v_.| Sept. et. 8 ct. 19 | Nov. 2| Then every other Sunday.
Baghdad, Traq...___.____. ér.. ..s.go ..... .b_do ..... .b.do ..... .ﬁ«lo ..... Do. “ _—
v..| Sept. 29 ct. 6 ct. 20 ov. 3| Then every other Monday.
Josk; Perglat .. = ot I:\ r-. ..s,dt:_.:.’.'. -b.d‘o...i. .b.go..i.. .ﬁdo ..... Do. " g
v..| Sept. ct. { 1 ov. 4| Then other Tuesday.
Karuchi, India____________! AT .._.50 ..... ==do " a0 Eodhs eD:'very gt
; Lv.| Oct. 1| Oct. 8] Oct. 22| Nov. 5| Then every other Wednesday.
Calcutta, India_ . .__._____ Ar. | Oct. 2] Oct. 9| Oct. 23| Nov. 6| Then every other Thursday.
Lv_.| Oct. 3] Oct. 10| Oct. 24 | Nov. 7| Then every other Friday.
Akyab, Indfa_____________ f"" = Do.
W Th h aturday.
Bangkok, Siam___________ A=) eg:-very S —
Lv_. Then ¢ 3
Mecdan, Sumatra..__._____ l.:L = e Lgk.very e
) 2 Th s 2
Palembang, Sumatra._____ A1 e;l)f:uy .
Lv_ | .. Do.
Batavia, Java_____________ 7.7 oy (BT Do.
Tv .} = Do.
Bandoeng, Java____._____Ar..|... 7 £ = Do.
Air mail fee (in addition to regular postage) per half ounce or fraction: Cents
Wite. Ssess S R C ARl S TR S e B 9
I e o R T e L SO e e CO e S 12
Rersivo= - RO es Bl e R e e 16
British=lndig inclidingBuema =% .- & "85 =& = 18
Sigmese —~worss oS damS e, e o T8 . e o e e 30
StriiteSetticinents. " ——=arer o SO o TR 35
SEnGlEh- 2t ¥ S ie i B L 2 35
B o e e e T ey - SR o ogmae 37

Both the air mail fee and postage must be prepaid with United States stamps.

Articles for dispateh by this route must bear the inscription “Par Avion by
Air Mail”" on their address side, or preferably, have aflixed a blue “Par Avion
by Air Mail” labcl, and must also be marked * Via Amsterdam.”’
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BRITISH POST OFFICE NOTICES, 1762-1890, by M.M.Raguin.

Your reviewer has just received the galley proofs of the first of
a proposed set of amazing reference books. Imagine, if you will, a
reference work that would include all the resource information in the
US Postal Guide, Postal Laws and Regulations, US Mail & Post Office
Assistant, Official Registers, Reports of The Postmaster General and
The US Serial Set. Now, imagine all that information individually num-
bered and indexed! The real-life product is the BRITISH equivalent of
the imagined US scenario described.

For years, Great Britain and Commonwealth collectors, historians
and researchers have been complaining that they can't get the impor-
tant philatelic and postal history information they want because it
was "locked up" in the British Postal Archives. Author Raguin has
found the key and is unlocking the door to these terrific resources.

This project is a multi-volume compendium of all available Brit-
ish Post Office Notices from 1762-1890. These notices were sent to
postmasters to let them know of official policy, legislative and reg-
ulatory changes, including rate and routing instructions. The notices
are impor<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>