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Chains & Yellow Journalism:
Pulitzer and Hearst
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The N.Y. World
continued to grow

and was a strong
voice even after
Pulitzer's death in
1911, although Hearst

started hiring away
some of Pulitzer's best

writers after he bought
the N.Y. Journal in 1895.
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YORK EVENING

Messrs. Pierce, Butler" & Pierce,

Syracuse,

Mew York,

Hearst's Journal, combining sensational reporting, gossip columns,
colored comic sections, and a penny price, had a daily circulation
of 437,000 by 1896 and a Sunday circulation of 600,000 by 1897.

A.MHRIOAJST JUJOD
BWCJS'OI.OB'BJDIA

8 FIB-UK A.TB,, Nmw Tfons.

258 35" Street,

w York City,
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Circulation Department
233 William St., N. Y, C.

"SEP 15?

792\

las;

•lewedealer,
He laohmauna, I, Y«

The war between Hearst and Pulitzer, in the form of crusading inves-
tigative reporting, sex and crime stories, and crusades for social
causes, boosted Hearst's circulation but not his reputation. He
changed the Journal's name to American when William McKinley's ass-
assin was found to be carrying a copy.

NUMBER^
OUT
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Pulitzer and Hearst
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"I have also seen a part of a
great many other regiments since
I left pana. some of them com-
ing direct from Cuba. On last
Sat the 3rd Tex. V came into
St. Louis..."

NGTON
American
Sculptor

Hearst cabled his artist
in 1898: "Remington, Hava-
na. Please remain. You
furnish the pictures, and
I'll furnish the war." His
paper later boasted, "How
do you like the Journal* s
war?" The war was short,
April 11-Dec. 10, 1898,
and lucrative, the United
States getting Puerto Ri-
co, Cuba and the Philip-
pines.

FRBWtlS MttHMnttl
AiTHST OF T«£ WEST
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IMPORTANT
Please detach a:id mail this card after yon have signed yonr name

mid address,

Was your Examiner started promptly, and is service entirely
satisfactory ?

Name ..

Address

Phone .

Chains & Yellow
Journalism:
Pulitzer & Hearst

Hearst 's embarrass-
ments d idn ' t slow
him. He had founded
four major papers
during 1900-04, in-
cluding the Los An-
geles Examiner in
1903. He started se-
veral more during
the next few years,
becoming the second
chain publisher.

i SIDE -:f *"•:''IJfsjyfS FOR ADDRESS

Dr. Beclonan
562 I. ivenmore
Los Angeler, Gal,

Return If Net Delivered la $ day*.

W1UJ4M SABWtt tmjUtSt,

{j>ls-%
f^NOrT

Vfrl-W^t\Oy — r\

</Ql07 /

The Association of American!
Ailrortlsors (New York City) bag
examined and certified to the circulation ',
of this publication. Only the Bgmr«s ol <
circulation contained in its report ftie'
guarantee* by the Assoclatloo,

186

Mr 0. H. Zt&er,
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Hearst started the evening Chicago American in 1900 and the morn-
ing Chicago Examiner in 1902.

338, W. MADISON ST.
. CHICAGO

gratttttttn?
'• ' : •'"'.'' ' ^ :> '̂: • .•..".•

• i

f i ,,/7-'i

L/'



The HELIOGRAPH #38 Spring 1996

Chains & Yellow Journalism: Pulitzer and Hearst

I 13O BROADWAY
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

9-1SI

Cal. Ink» Go.

3rd, & Camelia Sts<

Berkeley, Calif.

Hearst slapped an Oakland Examiner tanner on his San Francisco paper
to battle the powerful Knowland family's Tribune.

POSTMASTER—RETURN IN 10 DAYS TO
ALAMEDA COUNTY'S BIGGEST NEWSPAPER

50f A

U \HI7I1\IIHJ
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA
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THE
. tfi TEN £SAT8 TO

AND ENQUIRER
D, CALIFORNIA

But the AP forced Hearst to drop the Oakland edition because "both
papers had the same content, so he bought the Post and Enquirer in
1922 and merged them.

18TH ANO SAN PABLO AVEMUE
3 i = LAND CALIFORNIA

California Ink Go..

3rd and Caiueila 3ts.,

, Berks ley sSal if.
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THE CLOVER
One Ownership—One Management /X

K

A. K. H A M M O N D
JAS. P. ANTISDEL.

N E W Y O R K OFFICE

3SS BTH AVE,, NEW YORK

FROM CHICAGO OFFICE

By the early 20th century, several newspaper chains were formed,
Little is known on some, such as the Clover Leaf and Star groups.

Return after Five Days to

STAR
INDIAN

TERRE

LEAGUE
APOLiS STAR

HAUTE STAR
^• o.;

\;
^& \3 Monument Place,

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA,
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THE PAPER OFTACOMA AND SOUTH WCSTER^Bj ̂ g •

X

Yet another early chain builder was the now obscure S.A. Perkins.
He bought the Tacoma Evening News in 1897, the Tacoma Daily Ledger
in 1900, and three more papers by 1904.

-THE PAPKM OF TACOMA AND' SOUTHWESTERN W.. . , TON .IS

THE! I I
:v < .,.^:
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Hjrfaroma

P. Steinberger,

Box 579,

Seattle , Wash.

The Hews, and Tribune merged, and eventually, the Ledger succumbed,

.€
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RETURN, AFTER 10 BAYS.

Cle

C-̂ D.

The famous Denver Post-Rocky Mountain News rivalry started when
Harry Tammen and Fred Bonfils bought the Post in 1895. They faced
the Republican. Express. and Times. By 1928, however, Scripps-
Howard owned the News and had bought and folded all but the Post.

12
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t!v«fl ASSOCIATION

i I ! -.vs.

The Denver Republican had bought the Tribune in 1884,
but that merger didn't save it from being bought by the
Times in 1913.

Hon. Ohauncey M. Depaw,

• New York,

N. Y.
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Jfattf
" '"AH ffieNews TU's Fit to Print,"

"Yellow journalism" was rejected by Godkin's Evening Post and Ochs»
New York Times,, whose circulation still went from 9,000 in 1396 to
100,000 in 1901. Ochs hired famous managing editor Carr Van Jtoda in
1904.

Retm la S days to

206-210 Broadway—P. O. Box 794,
NEW ¥ORK CITY.

//m?\ JUN 22 "f(

\Z23SPM
-/S0%-

Mr. Curtia Hidden Page,

Gilmanto-n,
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BETURN !N S BAYS T0

x^^
JAMES MCCLATCHV 4 CO., PUBUBHIR* f'^' • O t l . O ,. -

,1913 /

m,,,.,

John f. la son,

Yellow journalism was uncommon in smaller cities. O.K. McClatchy objective-
ly edited the Sacramento Bee. 1884-1956. Also its publisher, 1923-36, he pub-
lished the Fresno Bee. 1922-36, and the Modesto Bee. 1927-36.

15
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'Jspafier,

PA,

Mr. P. W. Stullsmith,

G-ettjsbnrgj

Pa.

Many other papers, like the Sun, also remained unsensational, while
others, like the Record, had to change their images later.

;
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WA S H1N GT0

X/jijqo, /

Quality journalism allowed the Washington Star (founded 1852) and
The Washington Post (founded 1877) to put all competitors out of
business by 1890.

17
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•Of E-wJi&«. jJlfeJIisBJlfUass* «ll«»<Jl W »JB«-««lu»ta H *M.«s« v m |̂ JPU'j JraUwJl̂ î 'A', • J - - : | -"• •
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•

Bandoliii Hunt ing tfn, Isq* »

160 N. Union St* ,

l O C H B S f l l ,

Ntw York*

*/ •'•'• "

Chains generally strengthened and started newspapers until 1918,
but slowing growth made buying and folding competitors more at-
tractive. During 1901 to 1924, Frank Munsey bought and then sold
or killed 12 papers. He bought the Boston Journal in 1902 and sold
it in 1917, bought and killed the Philadelphia Telegram in 1918.

Rrturn In 5 «hy» If iwt sailed for

Hew Med lust

? 0 box 1850

Boston

18
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-Mr. 'Owen P. Cole,.

Munsey bought the N.Y. Herald in 1918 after James G. Bennett Jr.
died and sold it in 1924t for a merger with the Tribune (publish-
ed by Ogden Reid since the 1912 death of his father, Whitelaw
Reid).

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO

, ••;.•>:.:'•• '<:•. ;••--• ;*'•••

§ »***
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FIVE SAYS

Established 183S '

PHILADELPHIA, PENS A,

| „

Between 1913 and!925, Cyrus H.K, Curtis bought or started five Phil-
adelphia newspapers. He kept the Public Ledger but folded three oth-
ers, including the old, well-respected" North' "American,

THE- I F-i i i PENNY PAPER.

THE O R T H A M E R I C A N ,
N. W. Cor, Seventh and Chestnut Sts.,

1 : ''HiA

• OLDEST Dffl *'• NCT SPAPES IS AMERICA.

' "%

'
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Philadelphia's Great Home newspaper

Vfce-.i;.M •

3 /

In 1920, Cyrus H.K. Curtis bought and killed the Philadelphia
Press (founded 1857) simply to obtain its newsprint contract.

•; • • • • ' • : ' : " •ii I

21
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Between 191# and 192#, Hearst killed 16 papers, while Scripps-Howard
folded 15 between 1923 and 1934. Hearst's purchase of the Detroit
Times in 1921 prompted Scripps-Howard»s News to buy the Journal in
1922.

22



Chains & Yellow Journalism:
Consolidation

The Los Angeles Examiner
bought the Los Angeles
Herald in 1922; the re-
sulting Herald- Examiner
was long well-known and
powerful.

23
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•:^M.£. 2jSr9 '

:: . ! _ : C N ,

UNITY-,

PA.

In a 1923 deal, Scripps-Howard bought the Pittsburgh Press, and the
Dispatch and Leader were killed*

I

ov.c. i» i ;«:j»p ..,:;,,.;

41 South P isor Street,

Oberlia, 0,

24
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DAILY AND SUNDAY

PITTSBURGH, PA. A.W. Dunnung,

Brooklins

The Pittsburgh Gazette Times, itself the product of a 1906 merger,
would be merged with the Post in 1927, by Hearst associate Paul Block.
Hearst would merge the Sun and Chrpnicle Telegraph at the same time,

25
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,"••'• WASHINGTON STREET.-

Even the independent Boston Herald (founded 1846) bought the Traveler
(founded 1825) in 1912 and Munsey's Journal (founded 1833) in 1917.

A, H. CHBBTEBTOIJ!, MB.

171 Tremonl St.
Boston, Man.

26
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ELMIEA. STAR.GAZETTE, INC,
BLM1RA, NEW YORK

Sun Puolishing

' Alfred

1.1.

Another publisher who took advantage of acquisition opportunities
was Frank Gannett, who bought part of the Star-Gazette in 1906. His
successors eventually built the largest U.S.-based newspap er chain.

27
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Modern Wars

THE KINQSTON LEADER,
DAILY APII3 WEEKtt,

2TT WALL ST. KINGSTON, N. 1

Chamberlain Med. Co, ,

'- DesMoine'&V

Iowa,

Evidence of newspapers' patriotism, if not support of various wars,
is not difficult to find.

i : ae,
,,. • . Y ,..;' ••,—•.;•.
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Modern Wars

Cle Rocky
1. C, JOHNSON, Staff

!'.-V. J@lilir'on»

By the Spanish-American War in 1898, major U.S. newspapers were
experienced in covering foreign events. The increasingly prominent
Brooklyn Eagle set up a Manila Bureau; the News also covered it.

î ffe M '-,;- ~ ,,

•'̂ PlMfpMt̂ : ' |'t't#^^^^ îfBf
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. THE- EVENING
. . JNEW YORK f / . •,, : '

KT?
. . !j

Mi% C. A. lewis,

.0/0 The Inter School,'

Boiling Prairie,;.

Indiana.. . ' ,J '

w

m•"

In World War I, about 75 socialist and German-language newspapers
lost mailing privileges or were coerced into not covering the war.
It wasn't known until later that the Mail had been bought by German
agents.

30
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'Set No. 2
War Postals

War
From Battlefields oj?rari

"Cold SfeeF

^-''

Return to-

News from •
the great train-
ing camps appears
regularly in The
Chicago Daily
News

THE CHICAGO DAILY NEWS
Ceo. J. Kavanaugh, War Postal Dept. The Chicago

Daily News tobacco
fund sends "smokes"

in large quanti-
ties to the boys

in France

The Chicago Daily News war dispatches are the
• best. It has thirty staff correspondents

on European battle fronts.

The Chicago Daily'New^ War Service Department assists and •
gives information to soldiers and their relatives.

Newspapers had heavily marketed their war coverage since the Civil
War, but by World War I, coverage was just part of an overall
response that included both patriotic help and crass promotions.

31
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IN FIVE OAY S TO

|=g;

KEL.L.Y F IELD

SOUTH SANt'ANTQWO, TEXAS

World War I also saw the first newspapers, usually weekly, publish-
ed on bases and in the field by the United States military.

32


