
Celebrate Hispanic American Month by learning about important Hispanic people in the history of the Americas.
They have made a positive difference and influenced our society today. Read the clues and complete the matching.

_____1.) This Puerto Rican is known as the “King of Latin Music.”  After immigrating to New York as
a child, he was known for playing on pots, pans, and window sills so much that neighbors complained.
After initially learning piano, he switched to percussion. He received a Presidential Unit Citation for
serving in nine battles aboard the USS Santee during World War II.  He completed studies in music
composition, conducting, and theory at the Juilliard School of Music. He is best known for his
dance–oriented mambo and Latin-jazz compositions.
_____2.) This Portuguese Brazilian-born samba singer was best known as a Broadway and Hollywood
actress in the 1940’s and 50’s. At one time considered the highest earning woman in the entertainment
industry, she was well-known for her signature fruit hat costume worn in the 1943 movie The Gang’s
All Here.
_____3.) Known as the “March King”, this famous American composer and bandmaster got his start
at age 13 as an apprentice in the Marine Band next to his father who played trombone. He studied
many instruments including violin and trombone. He led the Marine Band from 1880-1892. Later his
civilian band was the first to take a tour around the world. He composed the official march of the United
States, “The Stars and Stripes Forever.”
_____4.) This artist is known for her self-portraits which were influenced by pre-Columbian and Mexican
folk art. Most of her life she lived in pain due to serious injuries she sustained as a teenager in a bus
accident . Her work has been described as “surrealist”, and she has been applauded for her realistic
portrayal of women and their experiences.

_____5.) Known for his Latin rock compositions, he was only 17 when he died in a plane crash in 1959.
Born in California, he was the first Chicano Rock and Roll star. He was a self-taught musician mastering
vocals, guitar, trumpet, and drums. His famous songs “Donna “ and “La Bamba” were at the top of the
pop charts for many weeks.

_____7.) This performer was known as the “Top Latin Performer of the 1990’s.” She had 14 top-ten
hits on the Latin charts. Her first album was released when she was only 12 years old. By the time of
her death at age 23, she was known as the Queen of Tejano Music.

_____6.) His family fled Santiago, Cuba, for the United States after the 1933 revolution.  After gaining
fame with his conga line in Miami, he formed his own band and moved to New York City.  He met his
future wife, Lucille Ball, while filming a musical. Together they formed Desilu Productions in 1949 and
created the popular I Love Lucy Show.
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_____8.)This New Yorker had his roots in Mexico and Los Angeles. Originally an art student, he was
inspired to study dance and eventually became a pioneer of modern dance and choreography
performing on Broadway, teaching at Juilliard, and forming his own dance company. He also served
in the U.S. Army and became a U.S. citizen in 1946.
_____9.) Growing up in Havana, Cuba, this singer became known as the “Queen of Salsa.” In 1959
while she toured with the Sonora Matancera Orchestra in Mexico, Fidel Castro overthrew the
government of Cuba. The members of the band decided to cross the border into the United States.
She became a citizen in 1961 and continued with great success as a singer with Tito Puente’s band
earning  several Grammys and Latin Grammys.
_____10.) Known as “The King of Tango”, this singer became a superstar in Argentina. He was an
actor, songwriter, and performer. He brought tango to the world as he toured throughout South America,
Spain, France, and New York. He also starred in several Paramount films and was known for his
movie star looks. His early death in1935 at the age of 45 was mourned by millions.
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Born in California, he was the first Chicano Rock and Roll star. He was a self-taught musician mastering
vocals, guitar, trumpet, and drums. His famous songs “Donna “ and “La Bamba” were at the top of the
pop charts for many weeks.

__B_7.) This performer was known as the “Top Latin Performer of the 1990’s.” She had 14 top-ten
hits on the Latin charts. Her first album was released when she was only 12 years old. By the time of
her death at age 23, she was known as the Queen of Tejano Music.

__E_6.) His family fled Santiago, Cuba, for the United States after the 1933 revolution.  After gaining
fame with his conga line in Miami, he formed his own band and moved to New York City.  He met his
future wife, Lucille Ball, while filming a musical. Together they formed Desilu Productions in 1949 and
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__H_8.)This New Yorker had his roots in Mexico and Los Angeles. Originally an art student, he was
inspired to study dance and eventually became a pioneer of modern dance and choreography
performing on Broadway, teaching at Juilliard, and forming his own dance company. He also served
in the U.S. Army and became a U.S. citizen in 1946.
__F__9.) Growing up in Havana, Cuba, this singer became known as the “Queen of Salsa.” In 1959
while she toured with the Sonora Matancera Orchestra in Mexico, Fidel Castro overthrew the
government of Cuba. The members of the band decided to cross the border into the United States.
She became a citizen in 1961 and continued with great success as a singer with Tito Puente’s band
earning  several Grammys and Latin Grammys.
__A__10.) Known as “The King of Tango”, this singer became a superstar in Argentina. He was an
actor, songwriter, and performer. He brought tango to the world as he toured throughout South America,
Spain, France, and New York. He also starred in several Paramount films and was known for his
movie star looks. His early death in 1935 at the age of 45 was mourned by millions.
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